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     Hello Gahagan 
Community! 
     I am excited to 
be joining the 
Gahagan Nature 
Preserve as the 
new Education 
Director! 
     My name is 
Kalsa Parker 
Browning (first 
name pronounced 
“Kel-sa”), and I 
have recently relo-
cated from Des 
Moines, Iowa. My 
husband and I are working on 
fixing up a house in Grayling, 
just a bit north of the preserve, 
and are looking forward to ex-
ploring the area and all of the 
outdoor recreation opportunities 
northern Michigan has to offer. 
     My background consists of 
both youth and adult environ-
mental education programs – 
most recently I worked for Iowa 
State University Extension and 
Outreach, coordinating natural 
resources programs (specifically 
the Master Gardener and Mas-
ter Conservationist programs). 
     Prior to that position I spent 
many years working at various 

youth develop-
ment non-profits 
with a focus on 
environmental 
education, out-
door recreation, 
and conservation 
programs, pri-
marily in Iowa but 
also in Vermont, 
and overseas. 
     I’m looking 
forward to learn-
ing more about 
the flora, fauna 

and natural history 
around the preserve, and shar-
ing that with the community. 
     Thank you for welcoming me 
into the Gahagan community – I 
look forward to meeting and 
working with you all going for-
ward.  
     I can be reached at in-
fo@gahagannature.org - for 
happenings at the preserve, 
volunteer opportunities, or other 
items. 
     Please stop by the cabin the 
next time you are by as I’d love 
to meet the members and sup-
porters of Gahagan who make 
the happenings at the preserve 
possible.  

Welcome Kalsa! 

New MGNP Education 

Director takes to the trails 

Kalsa Parker Browning 

Little Gnat-

uralists 

wanted 
     Kids ages 3-6 are invited to 

attend one or all of the Little 

Gnats: Nature Programs for 

Little Gnat-uralists this fall at 

the Gahagan Nature Preserve. 

     Education Director Kalsa 

Parker Browning is offering 

nature-themed stories and 

related activities from 10:30-

11:30 a.m. on the second Fri-

day of the month, September 

through November. 

  On Sept. 9, they’ll learn all 

about  “Marvelous Monarchs.” 

Oct. 14 features “Bats: Just 

hangin around!” Then on Nov. 

11 it’s “Whose Hoots? All 

about owls.” 

     Adults must accompany 

children. Register online at 

bit.ly/LittleGnats2022, or con-

tact the Preserve: info@  

gahagannature.org or 989-275-

317. 

By Tom Dale 

 

W alking down the 
trail on the way 

back to school near 
the end of a field trip is a big deal. Class pic-
tures are often taken at the bridge. Next 
comes the tree roots. Years ago, a big storm 
almost toppled those huge white pines; now 
the roots are exposed and if you stick your 
head way down there, you can see way back 
under the trees “where the troll lives!” 
     I don’t know where that story came from, 
but there is always a little anxious excitement 
when we walk past that spot. 
     Upon reaching the trail’s exit at Brookside, 
there are always handshakes and hugs and 
“Thank you Mr. Dale.” 
     We used to have to be very quiet for the 
rest of the walk - seems that some folks don’t 

like to hear children laughing 
and shouting. I like it just fine. 
     For the last two field trip seasons, howev-
er, I have been happy to direct the childrens’ 
thank-you greetings to the yellow house just 
down the road. 
     I tell them , “The man who lives there loves 
to have children walking by his house laugh-
ing and shouting! His generous donations 
make it possible for Gahagan to provide 
FREE field trips to Roscommon Elementary 
and Middle Schools.” 
     It is so gratifying to watch the students 
walking down the road waving and saying 
thank you to Mr. Jim Gregory. 

Happily 

making 

a joyful 

noise 

Exposed 

white pine 

roots edge 

the path, just 

past the 

bridge near 

the 

Brookside 

entrance to 

the Preserve. 

By Julie Crick 
 

     Gahagan Nature Preserve’s forested land has a story 
to tell, and we were ready to listen as we embarked on a 
forest forensics hike at the Preserve on Saturday, Aug. 
13. 
     Forest Forensics, developed by Tom Wessels of Anti-
och University, is the art of reading the forested land-
scape to learn more about the history of the area.  
     The 30-minute hike used clues to determine the size 
of the previous generation of trees on the property and 
where clearings in the forest once were. We also used 
vegetation to visually map out areas with hydric (wet) 
soils and changing natural communities. Evidence of 
flooding (Old Beaver Dam Creek!), fire, and timber har-
vests were also discussed as we made our way through 
the trails.  
     Our group only began to decipher what the trees have 
witnessed over time. Additional hikes will continue to 
add to the story. 
     If you remember anything about the history of Mar-
guerite’s original 10 acres, or the DNR’s 40-acre addition 
to the east, please contact Julie Crick, Gahagan Nature 
Preserve board member, at crickjul@msu.edu to tell the 
story! We would love to be able to match memories with 
what we see in the forest today.  
     If forest forensics is of interest to you, use your favor-
ite internet browser to search for “Tom Wessels Forest 
Forensics” and you will be treated to a variety of infor-
mation on the subject. Then, take a walk in the forest to 
see what you discover!   

If those trees could talk 

Using forest forensics to 

reveal hidden history 

mailto:info@gahagannature.org
mailto:info@gahagannature.org
mailto:crickjul@msu.edu


2022 Gahagan Events Calendar 

Sept. 6: Fall Field Trips at GNP, through October 

Sept. 9: Little Gnats: Nature Programs for Little Gnat-uralists, 
             at the Preserve, 10:30-11:30 a.m., ages 3-6 

Oct. 1: 2nd Annual Fall Firewise Offensive, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Oct 9: Open House/Membership Meeting/Pie-Baking 
           Contest at MGNP, 1-3 p.m. 

Oct. 14: Little Gnats: Nature Programs for Little Gnat- 
              uralists, at the Preserve, 10:30-11:30 a.m., ages 3-6 

Oct. 28: Halloween Night Hike at the Preserve, 7-8:30 p.m. 

Nov. 11: Little Gnats: Nature Programs for Little Gnat- 
               uralists, at the Preserve, 10:30-11:30 a.m., ages 3-6 
 

Check our website or Facebook for current info and events.   

If you prefer to go paperless,  go to the “Contact Us” tab and sign 
up for an electronic copy of our newsletter. 

Activities at the preserve will follow current Covid-19 requirements. 

Marguerite Gahagan Nature Preserve 
Board of  Directors  

 

Chairperson: Tom Dale 

Vice Chair: Ken Elmore 

Secretary: Julie Crick 

Irene Borak 

Alecia Catrell 

Dale Ekdom 

Ken Elmore 

Sue Huffman 

Kerensa Huffman 

Don James 

Mike Petrucha 

Kalsa Parker Browning, Education Director 

(989) 275-3217 ~ info@GahaganNature.org 

Tracy Bosworth, Executive Director 

  (989) 390-0903   ~   adm@GahaganNature.org 

www.GahaganNature.org 
Directors meet the 2nd Monday of the month, 6 p.m. 

All are welcome to attend. 
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With the Spring 2019 newsletter, we have altered the way we 

acknowledge our friends.  In the past, we had noted donors 

and memorial contributions in one newsletter, then our mem-

bers in another  We are now noting all contributions taken in 

throughout the entire calendar year in the next year’s spring 

publication.  

  

We have also updated the way we report the contributions 

you give to the Preserve.  Our “Friends of Gahagan” page will 

reflect contributions in the following fashion: 

 

Members Supporters Partners         

(up to $30)    ($31-$249)    ($250-$499)  

Stewards      Patrons 

($500-$999)    ($1,000 plus) 

The Gahagan Board of Directors is incredibly thankful for each 

and every contribution that you make. We spend much time 

and endeavor to make wise, long-lasting, conservative decisions 

regarding where your dollars are spent here at your preserve.   

It is through the preserve that Marguerite Gahagan continues 

to share the north country she loved with others.   

 Come Join Us at the Marguerite Gahagan Nature Preserve! 
 

Marguerite Gahagan Nature Preserve operates as a non-profit organization run by volunteers and funded by its members, 

generous donors and the endowment left by Marguerite.  MGNP provides environmental education for many of the schools 

in the surrounding counties. The 60-acre preserve is open to the public for hiking, snowshoeing, birding and many other uses 

year round. We have an asphalt and boardwalk trail that is wheelchair friendly, travelling through the woods and wetlands 

along the beginnings of Tank Creek. It is through the preserve that Marguerite Gahagan continues to share the north country 

she loved with others. Please contribute to keep the Preserve and its programs moving forward. 

    

             Yes, I/we want to support the Marguerite Gahagan Nature Preserve.    

          Members         Supporters    Partners              Stewards              Patrons 

          (up to $30)            ($31-$249)      ($250-$499)            ($500-$999)        ($1,000 and up) 

 

I/We  am/are making a donation of $__________             I/We are including $___________ for the Cabin Roof Project 

Please accept this donation __in memory / __in honor   of________________________________________________ 

 

Name:_________________________________________________________Ph:(_____)_____________________ 

Mailing Address:____________________________________City:____________________State:______Zip:_______ 

E-Mail:______________________________________@______________________________ 

 

Please write checks to Gahagan Nature Preserve, Inc. and mail to P.O. Box 421, Roscommon, MI  48653 •  Thanks! 

You can also donate, join or renew your membership online at www.GahaganNature.org 

By Tracy Bosworth 
 

     After Marguerite sold her newspaper, 

The North Woods Call, she continued to 

write her Pine Whispers column for the Bay 

City Times. But in the fall of 1994 her health 

declined sharply.  Needing extensive care, 

she was unable to live in her home for her 

remaining years. 

     Her now-vacant cabin was vandalized, 

prompting Marguerite’s estate to begin exe-

cuting her will. The DNR received her home 

and property with the stipulation that it be 

used as a nature preserve or sold at auction 

with the proceeds going to support conser-

vation education.  

     Shortly after the DNR received Margue-

rite’s 10-acre homestead, it was put up for 

auction. Fortunately no one met the mini-

mum bid.  John Rosczyk, then Roscommon 

County Commissioner, along with Pat 

Demers, Roscommon Area Recreation Au-

thority chairperson, pursued a proposal to 

have the property transferred from the DNR 

to RARA. They successfully convinced Rep-

resentative John Gernaat to push a bill 

through Michigan’s Congress.  

     The bill was signed by Governor Engler 

and the 10-acre parcel was deeded to RARA 

in December 1997. That acquisition allowed 

the development of the Marguerite Gahagan 

Nature Preserve. 

     A substantial gift from Marguerite’s estate 

in 1998 allowed RARA to purchase an addi-

tional nine acres plus an easement that con-

nects the Preserve to the nearby Brookside 

subdivision. The legislature transferred an-

other 40 acres from the DNR in December 

1998, which brought the Preserve to 60 

acres. 

     Just this year, through the assistance of a 

generous conservation-minded donor, we 

were able to purchase the two-acre parcel 

that our Brookside easement ran through. 

We were thrilled. 

     The five parcels that comprise our cur-

rent 62 acres are protected by a conserva-

tion easement through HeadWaters Land 

Conservancy. We know Gahagan will be 

here forever. We are going to continue to 

dream big and work towards securing more 

to protect and conserve.  Protection and 

Education are Gahagan’s priorities, the core 

of the preserve’s mission. 

Maintaining priorities, expanding properties 

Looking for the 

“Friends of Gahagan” list? 
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Help us Grow 
     Please don’t forget to take care of your MGNP membership. 

These dues are one of the biggest sources of revenue for our or-

ganization. We need to not only hang on to every membership we 

have, we need to grow as well. So spread the word by sharing this 

newsletter! 

     If you are an internet user, log on to www.GahaganNature.org 

and quickly take care of your dues through the secure PayPal link. 

You can process your payment through your PayPal account or by 

entering your debit/credit information as a stand-alone purchase.  

     You can also make a personal donation or a memorial contri-

bution through a link on the website. So please, don’t forget to 

join us by updating your membership today. If you are receiving 

our newsletter and prefer to be removed from the mailing list, 

just let us know. Email us at adm@GahaganNature.org or call 989

-275-3217.   

  Thank You! 

 

“The Marguerite Gahagan Nature Preserve was 

established to perpetuate Marguerite’s lifelong 

appreciation of the north woods.  

t is a not-for-profit organization whose mission is to 

protect and maintain the diverse habitats of the 

preserve, and to provide environmental  

education for our communities.” 

MGNP Mission 

Thank you for our new view 

     The Marguerite Gahagan Nature Preserve received grant fund-

ing from The Roscommon County Community Foundation 

to purchase a new multimedia TV. This 75-inch impressive screen 

replaced a sad old tube TV. It is spectacular and quickly and easily 

connects to a phone or computer for all sorts of media presenta-

tions. 

     We also often use a digital projecting microscope. We had been 

using a 20+year-old projector to display live aquatic micro-organ-

isms obtained from pond and stream water samples. The projected 

image was of poor quality and not in color. By viewing projected 

samples, students can assess water quality by classifying the wiggling 

critters using Michigan Clean Water Corps (MiCorps) criteria. 

     MiCorps oversees both the AuSable River Watershed Monitor-

ing Project (supported by Gahagan) as well as the Cooperative 

Lake Monitoring Program at Higgins Lake. 

     Thanks to the Roscommon County Kellogg Fund and 

the Wade Family Donor Advised Fund for making this new 

tool a reality. 

The new TV 

is even big-

ger than the 

giant check, 

held by Tracy 

Bosworth (l) 

and Kelsa 

Parker 

Browning! 
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     The title is not a typo, 
the great and beautiful local 
lakes and rivers as well as 
the Great Lakes that sur-
round us and protect us all 
start here at the Gahagan 
Nature Preserve, along 
with the hundreds of wet-
land areas just like it. 
     Roscommon and Craw-
ford counties are unique; 
they sit on the high plateau 
of central Michigan and 
form the headwaters of five 
major river basins 
(outlined at right by the 
purple lines). 
     Two basins are probably 
familiar to you - the Au Sa-
ble and Muskegon rivers 
get their start here. 
Gahagan Nature Preserve 
is tributary to the South Branch of the Au 
Sable, where Tank Creek gets its start. 
Just down the road Higgins Lake is tribu-
tary to the Muskegon River through the 
Cut River to Houghton Lake. 
     However, if you followed the perime-
ter of Crawford and Roscommon coun-
ties you would also travel through the 
headwaters of the Manistee, Rifle and 
Tittabawassee Rivers. You can see from 
the map below the important role that 
these two counties play in Michigan hy-
drology. 
     Every day we drive, run, bike and 
walk past the areas that we refer to as 
“swamps,” we use it as a derogatory 
term and hope the mosquitoes are not 
too bad. Usually, we just ignore these 

areas as just another part of our travels.  
     Swamp is really a technical term that 
defines the forested wetlands which 
make up much of the wetlands that sur-
round us. Swamps are not just mosquito  
hatcheries or places where biting flies 
are looking for a meal. Swamps and wet-
lands are hardworking chemical factories 
and water treatment plants acting as 
sponges filtering and processing water. 
     Wetlands are the surface of the 
groundwater aquifer. In our area this 
means the water under your house is 
moving very slowly, discharging to a wet-
land, where it is picking up the filtered 
surface runoff and  forming streams that 
eventually make their way to rivers like 
the South Branch of the Au Sable.  

     In the map (below, left) you can get a 
good idea of the role wetlands play in our 
local area. The heavy red line separates 
the Muskegon River and Au Sable River 
basins. The lime green line is the South 
Branch  of the Au Sable River and indi-
cates a warm water river as it drains the 
wetlands between Roscommon and St 
Helen. 
     At Roscommon the South Branch 
turns blue indicating the transition from 
warm water to cold water river as it 
drains the higher ground on its way to 
the mainstream. The shaded areas rep-
resent wetlands of various designations. 
If you look closely to the southwest of 
Roscommon, you can see Gahagan Na-
ture Center’s contribution from Tank 

Creek.  
     Our area is fortu-
nate that most of the 
wetlands are still natu-
ral. Our clear lakes 
and streams are proof 
of the importance of 
preserving and protect-
ing these valuable re-
sources. 
     If you would like to 
see this miracle in ac-
tion then next time it 
rains put on a raincoat 
and walk the trails at 
Gahagan Nature Pre-
serve. Watch the rain 
as it falls and disap-
pears into the swamp 
and forms our small 
contribution to our 
great lakes and rivers.  

Great lakes (really do) start here 
By Don James 

Birds of Gahagan Nature Preserve 

Merlin 
By Mike Petrucha 

 

     On the 2022 Gahagan 
June Bird Count 
(summarized in this news-
letter), we found three new 
species for the count. The 
most exciting and unex-
pected was a Merlin (Falco 
columbarius). 
     Merlins are small, fierce, 
dark and streaky falcons 
the size of a Blue Jay. As 
with most raptors, the fe-
males are larger than the 
males. On the decline in the 
1960s and 1970s, their 
numbers have returned to 

normal after the banning of 
DDT plus their ability to adapt to urban landscapes. In medie-
val Europe, Merlins were popular falconry birds. 
     These birds are found in a variety of habitats from grass-
lands, open forests, and especially coastal areas with shore-
birds. They feed mainly on birds captured in flight using quick, 
powerful wingbeats. I once watched one catching and hiding 
exhausted songbirds at Whitefish Point that had just flown 
over Lake Superior from Canada. Other prey includes large 
insects, such as dragonflies, and small mammals, including 
bats. 
     Merlins nest in northern North America and winter in the 
south and western US and Central America. They can also be 
found in Europe and Asia. In courtship, males perform spec-
tacular flight displays and bring the female food. 
     Merlins don’t build their own nests; instead, they use old 
nests of other raptors or crows, laying 4-5 eggs which hatch in 
about four weeks. The female stays with the young most of 
time, while the male brings food. The female takes it from him 
near the nest and then feeds it to the young. It takes four 
weeks before the young can leave the nest, then another 
month of parental care until they become independent.  
     During the June 3, 2022, Kirtland’s Warbler Festival Home 
Opener at the Gahagan Preserve, many were treated to a pair 
of Merlins calling to each other right next to the cabin. The 
male was circling the female and one lucky viewer saw them 
mate. The birds caused a major buzz among the participants. 

     On June 1, participants met in the Gahagan parking lot at 
8 a.m. with the  sun and 65-degree weather to greet them. It 
was a great morning to be out on the trails enjoying all the 
nature Gahagan has to offer, but the 8 mph WNW wind 
made for challenging listening conditions at times. 
     Unlike last year, the mosquitoes were back. We formed 
two groups to cover Gahagan finding 121 individuals of 38 
species in two hours of counting. All birds were counted by 
sight and sound. 
     The number of species found was above the 12-year 
average of 33, and the 121 individuals was slightly below 
the 12-year average of 128. 
     Red-eyed Vireo was the most numerous species with 14 
individuals found. We added three new species to the count: 
Red-winged Blackbird; Canada Warbler; and the huge sur-
prise being a Merlin. This brought the total number of spe-
cies found on the preserve during all June counts to 71. 
     There likely were two Merlins as later in the week a pair 
was seen and heard by many at the Kirtland’s Warbler Fes-
tival Home Opener. New high counts were established for 
American Robin (8), Cedar Waxwing (2), Pine Warbler (12), 
and Scarlet Tanager (6). 
     To see previous count results, go to https://ebird.org/
hotspot/L1175836/activity?yr=all&m= and look for the June 
Gahagan Birds checklists. 
     Please consider joining us on the next count, sometime 
during the first week of June 2023. Details will be posted on 
the Marguerite Gahagan Nature Preserve Facebook page. 

2022 Bird Count above 

average, new species eyed 
By Mike Petrucha 

Merlin 

Don’t miss our 2nd annual 

Fall Firewise Offensive 
Help us keep the Preserve open and accessible! 

We’re striving to reduce the fire hazard around the 
Preserve’s cabin by removing the material that could 

burn in a wildfire. 
 

Join us Saturday, Oct. 2, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., to help 
drag downed brush and branches to be loaded into trail-
ers and hauled next door to the Village Compost Site. 

 
We’ll supply work gloves, water and a BBQ lunch in 

return for a few hours of your light-duty labor! 

Three events in one! 
Gahagan NP Open House 

Annual Membership Meeting 

Pie Contest! 
 

Sunday, Oct. 9, 2022 

1-3 p.m. at the Cabin 
 

Come to the Preserve for our annual Open House and 

Membership Meeting - stay for the Pie Contest! 

Starting at 1 p.m., the Open House is a chance to meet the 

board, walk the trails, have some refreshments and see 

what all the buzz is about! 

New Education Director Kelsa Parker Browning will present 

“Connecting to Nature Through iNaturalist at 2 p.m., followed 

by our annual membership meeting.  

The Pie Contest begins at 1:30 p.m. To enter, submit two 9-inch 

versions of your entry. Tasting will last as long as the pies do. 

One vote per attendee. 

We hope to see you !! 

https://ebird.org/hotspot/L1175836/activity?yr=all&m=
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L1175836/activity?yr=all&m=


What do 
animals do 
at night? 

 

Join MGNP Education 
Director Kelsa Parker 
Browning Friday, Oct. 
28, at the Preserve to 
find out! 
 
The Halloween Night 
Hike will begin at 7 p.m. 
and is open to all ages. 
Have fun exploring the 
Preserve during a guided 
night hike and education-
al program-
ming on noc-
turnal ani-
mals. 
 
Watch for 
more infor-
mation on this new event 
on the Preserve’s web-
site and Facebook page. 

4 5 

Mike Petrucha 

 

After a two-year hiatus due to COVID-19, 
Kirtland’s Warbler Weekend was back in Ros-
common June 3-4, 2022. Kirtland’s Warbler 
Weekend started off that Friday night with the 
Kirtland’s Warbler Festival Home Opener at 
Gahagan Nature Preserve. A good crowd en-
joyed wine and beer tasting with a nice 
variety of Michigan spirits donated by 5th 
Street Wines and appetizers contributed 
by Family Fare. Thank you both! 
     Guided nature hikes were available, a 
pair of Kowa binoculars were raffled off, 
and the keynote speaker was Joy Mittig 
from the American Bird Conservancy pre-
senting “Forestry for Michigan Birds.” 
About 50 people attended and a pair of 
courting Merlins wowed the crowd right 
outside the cabin. 
     The Kirtland’s Warbler Festival took 
place Saturday at the CRAF Center from 
7 a.m. to 4 p.m. This year the festival was 
part of SummerFest along with the Hig-
gins Lake-Roscommon Chamber of Com-
merce’s Burnt Rubber Brag Drag car 
show and Village Cornhole Tournament. 
     The weather was near perfect for the day. 
The morning started out with Kirtland’s Warbler 
tours at 7:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. and the 53 total 
participants all had excellent looks at multiple 
Kirtland’s and heard their bubbly song. 
     The rest of the festival festivities began at 
10 a.m. The Kids’ Tent was busy all day with 
activities including face painting, skulls and 
furs, birdhouse building, and live reptiles pro-
vided by Gahagan Nature Preserve, Nature 
Discovery, Michigan Loon Preservation Associ-
ation, and Mikenauk Rock and Gem Club. The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service had information 
on clams and mussels along with several kids’ 
activities. Several natural resources agencies 
and nature organizations were there to answer 
questions. 
     Kim Diment, the featured artist, was there 
with a display of her artwork. Featured author 

William Rapai was doing double duty signing 
copies of his Kirtland’s Warbler book and repre-
senting the Kirtland’s Warbler Alliance. The 
2022 US Forest Service’s Young Artists’ Con-
test winning artwork was on display and the 
artwork of the overall winner was used for the 
artwork on the festival button. Food and nature-
related vendors were also on hand. 

     Our presentations started out with the world 
premiere of a new Kirtland’s Warbler film host-
ed by Bill Rapai. Alison Világ was next, pre-
senting “Dispatches from Paradise: Observing 
Avian Migration at Whitefish Point, Michigan.” 
Finally, Jim McGrath presented “Michigan 
Frogs by Sight and Sound.” 
     Other than the warbler tours, participation 
seemed down this year. The car show experi-
enced this as well. The fact that gas was over 
$5/gallon was the likely cause. Despite this, we 
did have a good mix in audience with people 
attending all three events. We hope to see you 
next year, June 2-3, 2023 in Roscommon. 

Early morning tour participants (top) saw and 
heard plenty of Kirtland’s warblers in their natu-
ral habitat. At left and above, just some of the 
smiling faces seen throughout the day at the fes-
tival grounds at the CRAF Center in Roscommon. 

You put a 

lid on top   

By Tom Dale 
 
     Spring field trips are a joy, always have 
been. Our situation this year was different. 
We were just coming off the COVID mess 
and really needed to re-establish our pres-
ence in area schools. And because of the 
COVID mess it all had to happen outdoors. 
     I was hoping for 10 classes and ended up 
with 14. The season began with some very 
curious pre-school children from Sun Drop 
Montessori school. We made butterflies! 
     Next came kindergarten and 1

st
 grade; 

they made tree-cookie name badges and all 
became parts of a tree. Ms Blossfield 
brought her 3

rd
 grade class who really got 

into studying pond critters. All three Roscom-
mon 4

th
 grade classes came on the same 

day with sessions running back to back. 
     Mr. Mayes runs a tight ship, so his 
5

th
 grade classes were excited and ready for 

an incredible journey through the water cy-
cle. Did you know that the number of individ-
ual molecules in a mouthful of water is 
602,300,000,000,000,000,000,000? 
     During the “Incredible Journey,” each stu-
dent becomes a water molecule and travels 
through the water cycle. With each stop 
along the way they add a new colored bead 
to a strand that becomes a bracelet when 

the journey is complete. The result is 50 
unique bracelets! 
     My hard day of work happened when the 
Graying 5

th
 grade all came over on the same 

day! My good friend Kristy Raymond was the 
master arranger for the day. She got the 
Roscommon Zoo to open early so half the 
class - 50 or so 5

th
 graders - could go there 

for the morning while 50 came to Gahagan 
and experience the Incredible Journey. The 
session would end with lunch and then the 
two groups would trade places. 
     As luck would have it, rain happened. 
Kristy managed to persuade Fred’s Bowling 
Alley to open for them, but half still came to 
Gahagan. Now, imagine fitting 50 5

th
 graders 

plus 10 teachers and parents into our little 
cabin, not to mention arranging for a journey 
of water molecules all in-doors. 
     Well the morning session was really not 
too bad. The adults pretty much stayed out 
of the way and the children had a good time. 
In the meantime, the other group was bowl-
ing and having a wild time at the alley. 
     After lunch we traded groups and I got 
the hopped-up super-charged group of 50 
5

th
 graders on their last day of school. I will 

leave you to imagine how the rest of my day 
went. 
     
And it was still raining … 
               and we were indoors … 
                               wearing masks! 

A festival worth tweeting about! 

A hard day’s work 

     The back page of the 
Spring 2021 issue contained 
a picture of Marguerite’s cab-
in and a small mention that 
we were putting aside funds 
to replace the 30-year-old 
cabin’s roof, and invited our 
friends to contribute. The re-
sponse was overwhelming. 
     Steel roofing now adorns 
Marguerite’s cabin, the out-
door restroom, the gazebo at 
Tank Creek and the infor-
mation kiosk at our entrance.  
     The long-term sustainabil-
ity and low maintenance re-
quirements for each new roof 
enables us to expend more 
time and energy growing the 
preserve and expanding its 
environmental education pro-
grams. 

     We are tremendously 
thankful for your support! 

Anonymous 
Debra Beehler 

Irene Borak 

Robert Borak 
Mark and Tracy Bosworth 
Clayton and Mary Brown  

Sharon Boushelle 
Neil Burchett 
Martha Clapp 
Karen Demers 
Kay Duncan 

Roxie Fernelius 
Caryl and Ed Fischer 

Ellen & Greg Katalenich  
Carolyn Meyer 

Mike and JoAnn Muston 

Don and Suzanne Pennell 
Bruce & Betty Phillips 

Ken and Suzanne Poulson 
Rotary Club of Houghton 

Lake 
Rotary Club of Roscommon 

Bill and Patti Sarkella 
Richard Seton 

JoAnn VanderMolen 
Jack and Liz Wade 

Mike and Kathy Wahl 
Eleanor Washburn 

Jerry and Darlene Weinrich 

(L-R) Tom Dale, Rotary President Nathan Wight, Rotary Founda-
tion Chair Jackie Bertsch, Mike Petrucha and Tracy Bosworth. 

     Pat 
Demers feels 
fortunate to 
have been a 
long-term 
member of 
the original 
MGNP board 
in 1997 and 
to have 
served as 
chair. He was 
also on the 
RMRA (now 

RARA – Roscommon Area Rec-
reational Authority) board in the 
90s when the preserve was fold-
ed in with RMRA. He said this 
allowed for good communication 
between the boards. 
     “I communicated with the 
MDNR and State Rep. John 
Gernaat as well as Dave and 
Penny Dilts, Marguerite’s trus-
tees, and Roscommon County 
Commissioner John Rosczyk to 
obtain the Gahagan property as 
well as additional acreage from 
the state while serving on the 
early board,” Demers said. 
     “We had a very enthusias-
tic  group of volunteers and board 
members in those early days in-
cluding the Boucks, Tom Ze-
neberg, Julie Borak, Karen 
Demers, Larry Dashner and 
many more. 
     “Those were exciting days 
and much was accomplished in-
cluding the development of a 
mission statement, long-range 
plan and natural features invento-
ry with the help of DNR wildlife 
biologist Bob Hess and Mark 
Fitzpatrick, a nature center direc-
tor, signage and art work by my 
mother, Dolores Kurily. We also 
incorporated MGNP and created 
a conservation easement with 
Headwaters as well as creating a 
long-term lease with RARA.” 
     After a long career with Michi-
gan’s DHS, Demers served on 
several boards related to recrea-
tion, nature and the environment 
including chairing a chapter of 
the Sierra Club. 
     “I have a strong interest in 
nature, outdoor recreation, envi-
ronmental protection and educa-
tion in the natural sciences,” he 
said. “I love to see people enjoy-
ing nature and hearing children 
laughing and learning outdoors. 
The Preserve holds a very spe-
cial place in my soul and heart  
and I want the best for it now and 
in the future.” 

Spotlight 

Pat Demers 

MGNP 
Wish List 

 
Can you help us with any of 

these items? 
 

• Backpack leaf blower 
(battery powered) 

• Push brooms (2) 

• Rakes (2) 

• Small pole chainsaw 

• Kids activity supplies 
(new or very good con-
dition) - crayons, mark-
ers, pencils, scissors, 
glue, paper, 

         construction paper, 
         small notebooks 
 
Anyone wishing to donate 
an item may arrange for 
drop off or other details by 
sending an email to in-
fo@gahagannature.org. 
  
              Thank you! 


