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A Special Gahagan Openhouse September 18

Richard Silverman, Gahagan Board Chair

The Gahagan Nature Preserve invites
you its open-house and wine tasting on Sun-
day, September 18, from 2:00 to 5:00 pm.
We will celebrate the beginning of autumn
by conducting interpretive tours of the pre-
serve, along with a wine tasting and some
treats. Please bring the whole family; wedll
have cider and treats for the kids as well.
In addition, we will honor a select group of
people who have given extraordinary ser-
vice and support to Gahagan. Finally, we
will also dedicate our boardwalk to Elaine
Granzine, a former Gahagan board mem-
ber, who was instrumental in building and
funding the boardwalk project.

We hope to see allmembers of the com-
munity, Gahagan members and supporters
on September 18. So please join us come
rain or shine, hopefully shine. In the event
of rain will hold the open-house inside and
substitute a program for the interpretive
tours.

More details throughout the newsletter.




M arguerite Gahagan Nature Preserve
Board of Directors - 2011

M embers

A 503(c) non-propt organization whose mission is to
protect the balanced habitat that supports a wide-
variety of plant and animal species.

Chairperson: Richard Silverman 275-8008
Vice Chair: Jeremy Jones 275-5934
Secretary: Bobbie Werle 275-4031
Treasurer: Brian Hutchins 275-4658

Julie Borak
Tracy Bosworth
Joanne Bouck

George Maroney
Jeff Mellgren

Tom Dale, Education Director 275-8206
thdale@core.com

www.GahaganNature.org
info@gahagannature.org

2011 - 2012 Gahagan Schedule

September 10: Watershed River Day 10am at Gates
Lodge, Stephan Bridge

September 12: Fall School peld Trips begin.

September 18: Open House 2:00-5-00 pm, Recognition
Program at 2:00. Wine Tasting; friendship follow.
October 10: General Membership Meeting 7:00 pm at
the Cabin. Everyone welcome!

Oct 30: Cabin closes for the winter

Feb-Apr 2011: Visiting Naturalist Program;

Apr 7: Cabin opens for the summer

Apr 21: Cabin & Grounds Clean Up 9:00 am-1:00 pm
Apr 24-June 8: School Field Trips

May 18: Preserve Walk 5:00 pm at the Cabin

May 23: Annual MGNP Bird Count 8:00 am-12:00 at the
Preserve.

June 2: Watershed River Day 1:00pm ¢ 5:00 at KCC
July 17 - 19: Nature Camp 9 am 6 12:00 at the Preserve
July 19: Family Night: Topic to be determined, 7:00 pm
at the Cabin

Watch Spring 2012 newsletter for summer 2012 sched-
ule.

Board of Directors meet on the 2nd Monday at 7:00 pm
Everyone is Welcome to attend.

For up-to-date schedule, changes and event details
visit www.GahaganNature.org.

Get alerts and updates through our Twitter feed located
at @gahagannature.

Follow our Blog at www.gahagannature.blogspot.com

The Marguerite Gahagan Nature Preserve mem-
bers during 2011 are:

Trish & Jeff Baerlocher
Trish Becker

George & Judy Beeker
Robert & Barabara Bishoff
Julie & Robert Borak
Tracy & Mark Bosworth
Joanne & Jack Bouck
Julie Boushelle

Mark Burger

Brian & Janet Carson
Martha Clapp

John K Colwell & Family
Rita Csurgo

Tom & Phylis Dale

Karen Demers

Dawn & Matthew Dodge
Stan Dombrowski Family
Ruth Ferguson

Dan Fishel

Courtney Foote Family
Kate & Dave Gott

Elaine & Don Granzine
Robert & Mary Hess

Brian & Mary Hutchins
Mary Lou & Thomas K. Jennette
Pauline and Jason Jobson
Jerry & Joyce Johnston
Art & Shirley Ketelhut
Glenn & Lorelei King

Rich & Cathy Koupal

The Nathan Krupp family
Mary Loughray

Mike Loughray & Family
Joe & Peg Madore
Nancy Martindale & Troy Fairbanks
Millie & Jeff Mellgren

Tom, Patti, & Jenna Moreau
David and Shawna Nimcocks
William Overstreet

Susan Pinsoneault

Bob & Virginia Schaeffer
Richard & Carol Silverman
Mr. & Mrs. David Smith
Jay & Lorrene Spaulding
Anna & Don Sylvester
Marge Torongo

Juanita Van Valin

Merlin & Betty Walworth
Delta Wangler

Eleanor Washburn

Jerry & Darlene Weinrich
Roberta & Jerry Werle
Edward & Mary Wickes
Robert & Clarice Williams
Rebecca Yaske

Mary Yoxall

Joyce & Tom Zeneberg




Always Too Late--Never Too Soon
We Honor Our Founders and Contributers - September 18

The title of this article seems to say it all. A formal
othank-youd to those who do extraordinary things
always seems to be put off and we pnd ourselves
feeling our recognition is too late. On the other
hand, we also pnd we are never too soon if we do
acknowledge an important gift. So a hearty thank-
you to all who have helped the Gahagan Nature
Preserve. Your Board of Trustees recently adopted a
system to acknowledge the gifts of time, money and
effort to the preserve.

You may have seen seen a reference to this on
the Gahagan web site. For those of you who cant
seem to remember to check web sites, this is our way
of announcing the Special Recognition Program.
At a meeting earlier this year, Julie Borak, Joanne
Bouck and Bobbie Werle presented a progressive
recognition plan depending on the nature, effort
and pnancial value of the item(s) presented to the
nature preserve.

The plan consists of six levels. Each level is ac-
knowledged by a written thank-you and a mention
in the next newsletter.

Level 1 is a one time contribution of items of rela-
tively small value.

Level 2 is a contribution of time or pnancial dona-
tion that is ongoing or made annually.

Level 3 is a substantial contribution of time or
money such as those who worked to establish the
Gahagan Nature Preserve and those sponsoring
organizations such as the Roscommon Area Rec-
reation Authority, Village of Roscommon, Higgins
Township and Kirtland Community College.

Level 4 is a major contribution, such as a design
of a trail system, or the successful completion of a
major project.

Level 5 is when the aggregate contributions in
time, money or services of an individual reaches
$1,000.

Level 6 is when the gift of an individual or organi-
zation is so extraordinary, we could not continue to
provide services at an acceptable level without the
donation.

The acknowledgment at each level is also pro-
gressive. The Open House Program will unveil the lev-
el 5 permanent plaque and honor those contributors
with their names on an engraved tag mounted on a
wooden memorial board. Level 6 contributions will
also be honored with the naming the contributors
with a placard at the site of the contribution.

0Come on outé on the 18th of September at the
Nature Preserve between 2 and 5. Meet and greet
your friends and honor those who have done special
things for the program.

A New OlIld Green Tralil

Nature Camp 2011

Several years ago, Larry Dashner laid out a beautiful trail

What a Blast!

thatincluded aloop into the wetland and spring that is found
in the northeast corner of the preserve. The trail anticipated a
board walk that would someday be built and would traverse
the wetland thus connecting the upland parts of the trail. This
summer, Boy Scout, Jonathan Hahn, approached our board
with a request for a leadership project that would help him
complete his requirements for the rank of Eagle Scout. Well,
we lack the resources for another board walk right now, but
there was no way we were going to turn down his request. So
we decided to use much of the old green trail and reroute
some of it to exclude the incursion into the wetland.

The project is well underway and we are hopeful that
some of our open house guests will venture with us as we
explore the New Old Green Trail. There are many fallen trees
to be removed and here and there live ones that need new
homes and holes to be plled and bumps to be leveled off
and some confusing spots to be pgured out, but by Septem-
ber 18th, there will be a trail. And Marguerite Gahagan Na-
ture Preserve will have helped yet another bright Boy Scout
attain the rank of Eagle Scout.

Remember to renew your membership. See the back page or GahaganNature.org! '
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It was another camp just like all the others
and at the same time, it was very very special.
We have been doing our annual summer nature
camp for 10 years and each year we have had
this great group of children show up and make it
better than before. Last year we had 23 camp-
ers and discovered that we just didnit want the
group to get any bigger than that. This year the
magic number was 20é .and it was just perfect.
One of them was Madison Baerlocher, who has
been at each camp since she was 6 years old
and this year she was 11. She was terripc as our
junior counselor. We will want her back next
year. We had three naturalist/educators work-
ing with the children, Tracy Bosworth, Tom Dale,
and Karen Demers and thatds three sets of good
ideas and some great snacks. Next summer, we
are going to do it again. So mark your calendars
for July 17-19, 2012.



Weire All in the Same Boat é é

Tom Dale, Gahagan Environmental Education Director
Project Leader, Upper Ausable River Watershed Monitoring Program

People say that the two favorite days in the life
of a boat are the day you buy it and the day you
sell it!

A similar sequence of excitement accompanies
a grant. The day the letter arrives informing you
that you have been awarded the grant is indeed a
very exciting day. You are on the phone informing
everybody, you know, bragging and sharing your
excitement. Plans are made to get on task, set up
accounts, and buy stuff. Then the hard work sets in
and soon you are sick of it!!

For us, the MiCorps grant award letter, the base
funding that began our Upper Ausable River Water-
shed Monitoring Program, arrived on December 22,
2008. We had jumped in the boat and began a lot
of hard work.

July 31, 2011 was the last day of the grant. The
pbnal report and accounting had to be in to MiCorps.
A few days ago, the check with the pnal payment
arrived and we are pnished with the MiCorps funded
part of the project. We remodelled the boat and
now we are sailing a slightly different ship.

MiCorps got us undersail. We made friends, lots
of friends. We maintain a database of 96 individu-
als who wish always to be kept informed about the
project. Within in the database are 35 or more in-
dividuals who are active at river day events. Within
that group are 10 or more individuals who are active
at macroinvertebrate identipcation events. Among
them are three professionally trained entomologists.
The rest of us have been coached and are now fully
competent to identify an entire collection oalmosté
unassisted.

We have working partnerships and/or friendships
with some very important and inyuential organiza-
tions that are associated with the AuSable River, such
as: Anglers of the AuSable, Kirtland Community Col-
lege, The AuSable River Center, The AuSable River
Watershed Restoration Committee, Huron Pines, the
Mason-Grifpth Founders Chapter of Trout Unlimited
(TU), the Headwaters Chapter of TU, and the William
B. Mershon Chapter. We also received support from
the Roscommon County Community Foundation
and the Kirtand Community College Foundation.

The AuSable River has lots of friends.

And we have monitored the river. As of Sep-
tember 10, we have sampled 6 sites on the entire
watershed 7 times. We have monitoring sites on all of
the major branches, including both Big Creeks. We
had considered adding more sites, but chose not to.
In fact, sampling more sites was never practical nor

especially useful. Since our active group of collec-
tors seems to have topped out at about 35, and to
successfully survey a site requires a minimum of 4 or
5, we simply felt under staffed to add more sites. Fur-
ther, other groups are sampling other sections of the
watershed. The Mason-Grifpth Founders Chapter of
Trout Unlimited is sampling the upper reaches of the
AuSable main branch and a 0Trophy Waters6 group
is sampling the stretch below the Mio dam. We con-
tinue to search for a site above Roscommon on the
South Branch, however, the river up there is hard to
get to and can be quite treacherous. Finally, our
data sets consistently show the river to be in good
to excellent condition based upon our criterion. If a
problem site were to be brought to our attention, we
could turn some of our efforts in that direction and
new sites would be selected and monitored. Right
now additional sites are just not needed.

This all begs the question, what now? When we
began the project and went searching for friends to
help us, we made a clear commitment to continue
the effort beyond the MiCorps funding period. One
aspect of closing out the grant was purchasing ma-
terials for the future. We have supplies to last us for
easily another year. The William B. Mershon TU Chap-
ter loaned us their equipment with the assumption
that we would continue to us it. Kirtland Community
College continues to make their labs available for
our use. The AuSable River Center continues to
showcase our project and serve as a storage site
for records and collections. The projectis webpage
(www.ausableriverwatershed.org) and the MiCorps
database continue to display our results and pro-
vide communication about the watershed.

The Upper AuSable River Watershed Monitoring
Project will continue, but at what tempo. The three
years of data that we have already collected stand
as a substantial baseline, granted, we still need to
provide analysis of the data. But is twice a year sam-
pling really justiped. Thatds what we will be discussing
among ourselves on September 10th as our group
of volunteers form into 6 teams and once again
sample the mighty AuSable River. And afterwards
regal ourselves with food and spirits at the George
Alexander memorial luncheon following the 17th an-
nual Anglers of the AuSable clean up.

And one pnal note, | still own the boat.

When we all do a little ...

then no person will have to do it all.
Pitch in.







